MARLBOROUGH
trusted me with: but to avoid everything, that looked like dis-
simulation, and flattery, even tho I saw it might displease her;
I was convinced that Princes were ruined by flatterers : I carried
this so far, as to think it was a part of flattery, not to tell her every
thing that was in any sort amissc in her. I saw poor 1C James
ruined by this that nobody would honestly tell him of his danger
until it was past recovery : and that for fear of displeasing him.
I therefore resolved to say every thing, that 1 thought concerned her
to know, whom 1 served, with as much affection^ as fidelity. I once
thought that this would be for ever as acceptable to her as I found
it had been for many years, 1 know I could have found a good
excuse, when 1 had once honestly discharged my conscience to her,
to have been after that silent, since it was like to have no other effect
but to lose her favour : but 1 had that zeal for her, and for her true
Interest, that 1 could not temper it, nor keep it within bounds.
I confess many other considerations concurred to heighten my
zeal. I could not think how measures taken and persons trusted,
who were in the Interest of the Pretender, this I knew must end
cither in the ruin of the Nation, or in such convulsions to prevent
it as might have very dreadful Consequences, which I had good
reason to thinke, would be fatall to L. Marlbrough and his family.
I therefore studied to prevent this with a zeal that was very honest,
tho perhaps at some times it might seem too hot, and earnest, and
upon this foundation it was, that my Credit lessened by degrees yet
it was so long before I suspected I had a secret enemy that was
under trust betraying me that 1 was past helping before I appre-
hended it. For as I was not only honest but open and frank perhaps
to a fault, that I could not deceive, nor dissemble with any; so I
had the same good opinion of those, who were severally at work to
break my Interest, and knowing I had in so eminent a degree saved,
and raised the whole family out of ruin and beggary, I could not
think that there was such falsehood and Ingratitude in the world,
as I found to be among them. I looked long on the progress of a
favour, to which I had kid the foundation with a secret satisfaction;
when I found I had put one about the Queen, who was become so
acceptable to her. This was the chieffe maxime I had laid down to
my self in the management of the high favour, I was in, and as I
resolved to maintain it in the most dangerous part of it, which has
had such an effect on me, it was no hard matter for me to maintain
it in every other thing. My adherence so steadily to her Interest in
the matter of the act of Parliament for her, in the late reign against
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